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Abstract 

The educational system of a nation plays a vital role in impacting knowledge. 
However, the Curriculum of education in Nigeria and some other developing 
countries has been based partly on theory and virtually on academic 
certification. Prior to this basis, the National Policy on education had its 
cardinal objective originally to promote the acquisition of appropriate creative 
skills, and competence for an individual to live in and contribute to the 
development of the society. Furthermore, a sustainable national development is 
a product of a sustainable quality of education and political system fueled by 
creative and entrepreneur skills. This paper, therefore, examined political 
science education and the relevance of entrepreneurial and creative skills to 
the society. 

 
Keyword: Political Science Education, Entrepreneurial Skills, Creative Skills 
 
 

For most Nigerians the word “Politics” or “Political” connotes deceit, graft, 
double talk and all that is evil. It is a term devoid of honour and respectability. Perhaps, 
this misunderstanding or misconception stems from the antics of some discredited 
politicians who regard their call for national service as buccaneering expeditions for 
personal enrichment, personal aggrandizement and for corporate group projections. 

In Nigeria today, more than 60% of conference themes for about a decade now 
have centered on the issue of ‘quality education’ and ‘sustainable national development’. 
Since we have not attained the kind of quality education that we desired and believe 
could bring about national development that could be sustained.  This again, will make 
us to have the understanding that before now the quality of education that the country 
could offer cannot bring about sustainable development. Sustainability therefore has 
become a key word in this paper. Nigeria has taken a number of giant steps and made 
some rapid progress before now and of which everybody including non Nigerians know 
that such development is hanging on pseudo legs and so could never be sustained.  For 
instance, in the 70s and 80s Nigeria had depended heavily on expertrates for virtually 
everything including teachers in secondary and tertiary institutions which certainly could 
not be sustained either due to finance or political reason. The windfall from sudden rise 
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in oil prize due to war and/or problems in certain parts of the globe that is enjoyed 
sometimes is something we cannot imagine it being sustained. Now, we cannot boast of 
a sustained weather for the farmers that produce the food that we eat because of ozone 
layer depletion that is affecting almost everything across the globe including the 
weather.  

We are therefore faced with the issue of improving the quality of education and 
then sustain it. The need for quality assurance in Nigerian schools is highly desired in 
order to ensure quality of 
teaching and learning.  

However, the quality and sustainability of our learning and teaching system can 
only be enhanced or achieve by the introduction or infusion of creative learning and 
entrepreneurial skills. 
One must therefore understand the place and relevance of political science education in 
any society and apply a creative approach and entrepreneurial mentality to exploit its 
relevance to the societal development. Hence, this paper takes a look at creative political 
science education and entrepreneurial skills  
 
Literature review 

This paper contributes to our understanding of entrepreneurial behaviour by 
showing that creativity is an important antecedent of entrepreneurial intentions. By 
entrepreneurial intentions we mean “a conscious state of mind that directs attention (and 
therefore experience and action) towards a specific object (goal) or pathway to achieve it 
(means)” (Daniel, Karl and Henrik, 2011). Several empirical studies have found that a 
person’s intention to become an entrepreneur offers the best predictor of her actually 
engaging in entrepreneurship in the future. Building on more general models, 
entrepreneurial intentions are typically considered to be formed by a person’s attitude 
toward entrepreneurship, prevailing social norms attached to entrepreneurship, and the 
person’s level of self-efficacy. 

A factor that previously has not been considered in intention-based models is 
creativity. Yet entrepreneurship and innovative behaviour have long been associated 
with creativity (Daniel, Karl and Henrik, 2011), and recent literature suggests that 
creative individuals are more likely to engage in entrepreneurial behaviour. To the best 
of our knowledge, this conjecture has not yet been tested empirically.  

We are facing unprecedented challenges – social, economic and environmental 
– driven by accelerating globalization and a faster rate of technological developments. 
At the same time, those forces are providing us with myriad new opportunities for 
human advancement. The future is uncertain and we cannot predict it; but we need to be 
open and ready for it.  
To navigate through this uncertainty of teaching and learning, students will need to 
develop curiosity, imagination, resilience and self regulation; they will need to respect 
and appreciate the ideas, perspectives and values of others; and they will need to cope 
with failure and rejection, and to move forward in the face of adversity. Their motivation 
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will be more than getting a good job and a high income; they will also need to care about 
the well-being of their friends and families, their communities and the planet. 
Education can equip learners with agency and a sense of purpose, and the competencies 
they need, to shape their own lives and contribute to the lives of others. Finding out how 
best to do so becomes necessitated by the application of creativity and entrepreneurial 
skills. 
 
Political science education 

Politics is all around us. You might not like it, but it’s true. Every day you are 
not only affected by it, but you actively partake in the ever present march of politics. 
Every time you buy something, or watch the news, or chat with your friends about the 
state of the world, you are, in your own small ways, making your marks on the political 
landscape of the country. And when you talk with friends, putting the world to right and 
lamenting that the government of the day are ignorant idiots who don’t know what they 
are doing, you are, perhaps without even knowing it, making arguments and points 
which may change the way that those around you see the world. Over time, groups of 
friends may slowly change each other’s minds, forming group opinions and even 
changing the way that people vote. So, politics really is all around us (Sean Bennett, 
2018). 
Political Science Education is a discipline that is concerned with the study and critical 
analysis of political theories, political institutions, political organizations and activities 
of the State. It examines political dynamics, adjustment of the individual to the state, 
international laws, international relations, the concept of power and power relationship 
among members of a given society.  
 
Political scientist 

This is one who takes keen interest in the study of fundamental principles of 
political science, governmental organizations, etc. and is an expert in the subject. Well-
read statesmen or administrators may have a deep knowledge of political affairs. They 
may be well informed political scientists and seasoned politicians. A political scientist 
may not become an active politician. All of his activities may be restricted to the realm 
of reading, writing and discussing about his subject (Muhammad, 2013).  
 
Politician 

A politician is a person who is active in party politics, a seeker or holder of 
public/political office who is more concerned about winning favour or retaining power 
than about maintaining political principles, a skilled person in political administration, 
or a person who seeks to gain power or advancement within an organization in ways that 
are generally disapproved. 

 
Methods of teaching political science education  

Political Science Education has various methods of teaching and learning the 
discipline. This includes: 
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1. Teacher-Centered Methods of Teaching Political Science: The teacher-centered 
methods of teaching political science comprise the use of lecture method, story 
telling method, Repetition and drill method, Review method, Note-giving method, 
controlled question and answer method etc. There is no one single best method of 
teaching political science. It depends on how they are being used. 
Lecturers/Teachers are free to use any of them or to combine two or more methods 
to teach a single lesson in an effective way. 

2. Learner-Centered Methods of Teaching Political Science:  
a. The learner-centered methods of teaching political science include; inquiry method, 

discovery method, problem solving method, springboard method, case study 
method, Role playing method, small group discussion method, Home work, 
supervised study, and field work. A student learns best when the action is centered 
on him/her. He/she should be reading, discussing, looking, listening, analyzing, 
writing and thinking. The student-centered methods put the action where it belongs. 
The center of attention is the student, not the teacher or the textbook (Terrie R. 
Groth, 2015). The students-centered methods create a far better atmosphere for 
learning than the teacher-centered methods. Any of the above methods could be 
used along with lecture method so as to enable students learn in both practical and 
participatory ways. 

 
Entrepreneurship 

Entrepreneurship is the manifest ability and willingness of individuals, on their 
own, in teams, within and outside existing organizations, to perceive and create new 
economic opportunities (new products, new production methods, new organizational 
schemes and new product- market combinations) and to – introduce their ideas in the 
market, in the face of uncertainty and other obstacles, by making decisions on location, 
form and the use of resources and institutions. Entrepreneurship involves more than 
business start-up, and it also includes the development of skills to grow a business, 
together with the personal competencies to make it a success (Prof. Thomas M. Cooney, 
2012). It is of eminent importance for carrying out innovations. Concerning the role of 
entrepreneurship in stimulating economic growth, many links have been discussed. Both 
the role of the entrepreneur in carrying out innovations and in enhancing rivalry is 
important for economic growth (Daniel, Karl and Henrik, 2011). 
 
Creativity and entrepreneurial intentions 

Since research often highlights creativity and novel solutions as a key part of the 
entrepreneurial process or as a characteristic of entrepreneurial behavior. There is a long 
tradition of describing entrepreneurship and innovative business behavior as an act of 
creativity (Daniel, Karl and Henrik, 2011) and the two are often used synonymously. 
The connection can be found in the idea that a critical part of entrepreneurship is the 
newness and novelty that can affect the market process. Entrepreneurs must come up 
with ideas for new goods or services that can be brought to a market, and having 
identified such, they must figure out how to effectively carry out this process. Because 
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novelty and effectiveness are the hallmarks of creative ideas, we expect that students’ 
creative dispositions should affect their eagerness to engage in entrepreneurship. That is 
why study has shown that Creativity is positively related to students’ intention to start 
their own firm. 
 
Creative political science education 

Political science makes people conscious of their rights and obligations. People 
who are mentally equipped with the knowledge of political science are an asset to the 
state. Political science education or the knowledge of political science has become 
indispensable in modern times due to the following reasons: 

Firstly, as a discipline of study, political science education plays a vital role in 
achieving sustainable Development due to the fact that, it is very useful for the molding 
and development of good, effective and efficient citizenry. Citizenship training is one of 
the goals of political science. Citizens who know their rights, duties and obligations to 
their state are a precondition for good governance. If citizens do not know their rights 
and duties they are either exploited by the government or they immobilize the 
government. Proper citizenship training is, therefore, very important for good 
governance and sustainable development and this is precisely what political science 
seeks to inculcate in all members of a given state (Muhammad, 2013). 

Secondly, when citizens know their rights, duties and obligations and perform 
them, there will be harmony, stability and peace in the state. Political stability is a sine-
quo-non of good government and sustainable development. A good government in turn 
provides a good and solid base of welfarism. In other words, the provision of amenities 
is a function of stable and responsible government (Muhammad, 2013).  

Thirdly, sustainable development cannot be achieved in any country that has no 
good government. Good government cannot emerge unless there is good administration. 
Good administration involves effective and efficient implementation and execution of 
government policies and programmes. Public administration is a sub-field of political 
science and deals primarily with mobilization and utilization of men, materials, 
organizations, rules and regulations in the execution of governmental objectives. 
Political science through its subfield, public administration, produces expert 
administrators who in turn, ensure good administration (Muhammad, 2013). 
In line with the above fundamental conceptual clarification, creative political science 
education entails the introduction or birth of ideas in realizing the objective of political 
theories, political institutions, political organizations and activities of the State. Making 
citizenry a more politically reliable resource to the society. The creative political science 
education encompasses the encouragement of modern political science teaching 
techniques such as interactive classes, effective human resources methods, forum for 
debates, conferences and internet models, and the introduction of entrepreneurial 
abilities. 
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Conclusions 
Political Science Education has a vital role to play in attaining sustainable 

development. This is because; the knowledge of political Science enriches one’s mind 
and widens ones intellectual horizon. Those who specialized in various fields of Political 
Science conduct researches to discover hitherto unknown principles underlying political 
phenomena. Thus, they make rich contributions to the realm of knowledge. If the 
ultimate philosophy of human life is to enrich knowledge, political science education 
makes a major contribution to the storehouse of knowledge. However, to exploit the 
relevance of political science, creative learning and entrepreneurial skills must be 
adopted. 

 
Recommendations 

Having examined the concept of political science education and its relevance in 
relation to creative and entrepreneurial skills, the paper therefore recommends that: 
1. Modern political science teaching techniques such as interactive classes, effective 

human resources methods, forum for debates, conferences and internet models should 
be encouraged in the teaching – learning process. 

2. More funding of political science education programmes should be put in place for 
better  methods of teaching and learning the subject, for the provision good 
instructional materials, and the encouragement of good research attitudes among 
experts in the field. 

3. Entrepreneurial skills should be adopted as part of the learning process to enhance 
good academic commitment and devotion of the students. 
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